



Proverbs 3:9-10 – Worshipping God With My Money
Introduction

The story has been told of a man who was to visit a home where a young girl lived. Knowing that all children (and teens for that matter) like candy, he took with him a box of chocolates for the little girl to enjoy. As soon as he entered the house, the keen eyes of the little girl spotted the gift the man had in his hands. He graciously gave it to her and immediately watched as she sped off to her room. Not long after she had disappeared did she reappear only this time she had chocolate all over her face and mouth obviously enjoying the gift that was given to her.

Not long after, the man was in another home with a little girl. When he gave this second girl the box of chocolate she immediately opened it up and offered him the very first piece. The man refused, but the little girl insisted that he take it. She desperately wanted the man to have part of what he had given. She recognized that he deserved honor and praise for his gift. Now I ask you, of the two girls, which one do you think found a special place in the man’s heart? Which one do you think the man would be more inclined to give a gift to again? The answer is obviously the second because she honored him by giving back what he gave to her.
Teens, this simple story teaches a very important truth. All that we have has been graciously given to us by God and deserves our giving back to Him. When you and I are generous with our money and possessions, we display a real trust in God. We reveal a growing understanding of the Gospel and of how much God gave to us through His precious Son. We show where our priorities are placed; for Christ said in Luke 12:34, that where your treasure is there will your heart be also. Let’s use this study guide to deepen our understanding of how we should handle our money so that we can honor the Lord the way He deserves to be honored.

Dig Deeper
· Take II Corinthians 8-9 and study for yourself how the churches of Macedonia viewed giving to God. Look for principles to apply to your own life. 
· Start a list of biblical promises that God has given for those who will honor Him with their money. 
· Buy (or borrow from Pastor Kip) the book The Treasure Principle and read it for yourself.
Family Discussion
· Discuss how biblical principles of giving would apply to different types of gifts such as gift cards or visa debit cards.

· Study the principles from The Treasure Principle with your parents and begin putting them into practice with the  possessions and money you have now. 
· Ask your parents what they have learned from their personal giving to the Lord.

Memory Verse
II Corinthians 9:6-7 – But this I say, he which soweth sparingly shall reap sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity; for God loveth a cheerful giver.
The Treasure Principle
The following information was taken from the book by Randy Alcorn entitled The Treasure Principle. Please take time to consider these outstanding truths regarding giving!
My Giving Covenant

Here’s a six-step plan that will help keep you on the Treasure Principle track. It’s a giving covenant between you and God. . . .

1. I affirm God’s full ownership of me (I Corinthians 6:19-20) and everything entrusted to me (Psalm 24:1). I recognize that my money and possessions are in fact His. I’m His money manager, His delivery person. I will ask Him what he wants me to do with His money.

2. I will set aside the firstfruits—starting with at least 10 percent—of all I receive, treating it as holy and belonging exclusively to the Lord. I do this in obedience to Him, desiring His blessing (Malachi 3:6-12). By faith I take God up on His challenge to test Him in this.

3. Out of the remaining treasures God entrusts to me, I will seek to make generous freewill gifts. I recognize that God has entrusted wealth to me so that I can be “generous on every occasion” (II Corinthians 9:11). Realizing I can rob God by withholding not only the tithe but whatever offerings He calls upon me to give, I ask Him to make his will clear to me.

4. I ask God to teach me to give sacrificially to His purposes, including helping the poor and reaching the lost. I commit myself to avoiding indebtedness so that I don’t tie up His funds and can therefore feel greater freedom to follow the Spirit’s promptings to give.

5. Recognizing that I cannot take earthly treasures from this world, I determine to lay them up as heavenly treasures—for Christ’s glory and the eternal good of others and myself. Affirming that heaven, not earth, is my home and Christ is my Lord, I commit myself to lay out His assets before Him regularly—leaving nothing as untouchable—and ask His direction for what to do with and where to give his money I’ll start with this question: “What am I hanging on to that you want me to give away?”

6. Recognizing that God has given me my family, my friends, my church, and others in my circle of influence, I ask Him to help me share the Treasure Principle with them so they too may experience the greatest present joy and future reward.

(Taken from The Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn, Multnomah Publishers, Sister, Oregon, 2001, pp. 88-90)

Treasure Principle

You can’t take it with you—but you can send it on ahead.

Treasure Principle Keys

God owns everything. I’m His money manager.

We are the managers of the assets God has entrusted—not given—to us.

My heart always goes where I put God’s money.

Watch what happens when you reallocate your money from temporal things to eternal things.

Heaven, not earth, is my home.
We are citizens of “a better country—a heavenly one”

(Hebrews 11:16)

I should live not for the dot but for the line.
From the dot—our present life on earth—extends a line that goes on forever, which is eternity in heaven.

Giving is the only antidote to materialism.

Giving is a joyful surrender to a greater person and a greater agenda. It dethrones me exalts Him.

God prospers me not to raise my standard of living, but to raise my standard of giving.

God gives us more money than we need so we can give—generously.

(Taken from The Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn, Multnomah Publishers, Sister, Oregon, 2001, p. 91)
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